
The Value Proposition for Rehabilitating vs. Replacing

Pipelines

When aging pipelines need attention, municipalities face two main options: dig and replace, or

rehabilitate with a liner system. Increasingly, pipe rehabilitation using trenchless methods is

proving to be the smarter, more cost-effective choice.

Lower Cost, Less Disruption

Lining existing pipelines—especially with systems like FFRP (Flexible Fabric Reinforced Pipe)—

can cut costs by 50–75% compared to full replacement. It also requires far less excavation,

permitting, and time, which means less disruption for communities and businesses.

FFRP relining, often used in advanced pipe rehabilitation projects and compatible with protective

coatings like BulletLiner, is particularly efficient. It needs fewer access points than CIPP (Cured-in-

Place Pipe), can be pulled over 2,000 to 8,000 feet depending on pipe conditions, and adapts to

complex layouts. It works in all pipe types, has a 50-year design life, and comes with a 5-year

warranty.
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Faster, Greener, Easier

Trenchless methods avoid open trenches, reducing traffic detours, utility shutdowns, and surface

restoration work. Projects can often be completed with same-day service restoration—ideal for

businesses that rely on uninterrupted utilities.

Plus, these methods are 95% more environmentally friendly than dig-and-replace, and usually

require minimal permitting since they’re considered maintenance, not new construction.

Before selecting a solution, a thorough pipeline inspection helps confirm whether the existing

infrastructure has the structural integrity needed for effective pipe rehabilitation. Many pressure

pipes, even those with leaks or corrosion, can be successfully relined if they retain core structural

capacity.
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A Better Long-Term Solution

Relining can extend pipeline life by up to 50 years, avoiding the high cost and disruption of total

replacement. With proper inspection, materials, and planning, pipe rehabilitation can restore both

function and reliability without major construction.

For most municipal pipeline projects, trenchless pipe rehabilitation—especially with FFRP liners,

protective solutions like BulletLiner, and thorough pipeline inspection—offers a faster, greener, and

more cost-effective alternative to full replacement.

Is your community still relying on outdated replacement methods, or is it time to explore the

smarter option? Comment your thoughts below!
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