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Across the country, much of our sewer infrastructure is decades, sometimes centuries old.
Time, weather, and ground movement take their toll, leaving pipelines vulnerable to cracks,
misalignments, and infiltration. These issues don’t just disrupt service; they can lead to
bigger headaches, such as costly overflows, environmental violations, and emergency
repairs.

Taking proactive steps, like inspecting sewer lateral, checking manhole, and mapping sewer
lines, can help identify problems before they escalate. When these methods are combined
with advanced underground mapping and trenchless sewer line inspections, municipalities
and utilities can restore system integrity without major disruption.

Why Aging Sewer Systems Pose a Risk

Over time, many stressors take a toll on sewer lines:
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o Material deterioration — Older clay, cast iron, or concrete pipes can corrode, crack, or
collapse.

* Ground shifting — Soil movement from seasonal changes or seismic activity can
cause joint separation and misalignment.

e Root intrusion — Tree roots infiltrate cracks and joints, restricting flow and causing
blockages.

« Infiltration and inflow (I1&l) — Damaged sections allow groundwater or stormwater into
the system, overloading treatment plants and increasing SSO risk.

When left unchecked, these issues lead to costly emergency repairs, unplanned excavation,
and potential regulatory penalties.

The Role of Sewer Lateral Inspection

Sewer lateral inspections are one of the most effective ways to detect problems early. Using
crawler-mounted cameras, Pro-Pipe can:

e Locate cracks, root intrusion, and cross bores
¢ Pinpoint infiltration sources
e Document structural conditions for planning and budgeting

These inspections are non-invasive, require no excavation, and give utilities a clear picture
of lateral health, which is essential for preventing failures in older systems.

Need to assess private laterals before a failure occurs? Our team delivers high-resolution
inspection results you can act on immediately.

The Importance of Accurate Sewer Mapping

Accurate underground mapping and sewer mapping are critical for planning maintenance
and emergency work. By feeding inspection data into your GIS system, we help you:

e Track the location and condition of sewer lines and manholes
« Plan trenchless repairs more efficiently
e Prevent accidental utility strikes during excavation

Comprehensive mapping supports better decision-making, keeps crews safer, and ensures
compliance with regulatory requirements.

Don’t Overlook the Manholes

Manholes are often neglected, but they’re just as vulnerable to aging and infiltration. During
heavy rain, even small defects can allow significant inflow.

Our manhole inspections catch:
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¢ Cracks and joint failures
e Corrosion on frames and covers
o Seal defects that let water in

Fixing these issues early helps preserve your system’s integrity and extend its lifespan.

Trenchless Sewer Line Replacement: Smarter, Faster, Cleaner

When it’s time to repair or replace old pipes, trenchless technology is a game changer.
Compared to traditional open-trench methods, trenchless replacements:

» Minimal surface disruption (no torn-up roads or landscapes)
o Shorten project timelines
e Maintain long-term structural performance

Whether you’re replacing one damaged lateral or a full stretch of mainline, trenchless
solutions help you minimize disruption to your community.

Final Thoughts

Aging sewer infrastructure doesn’t have to be a ticking time bomb. With regular inspections,
detailed mapping, and modern rehabilitation methods, you can protect your system before
small issues become major failures.

At Pro-Pipe, we’re here to help you get ahead of the problem.

From lateral and manhole inspections to trenchless replacement, we provide the tools and
insight you need to manage risk, stretch your budget, and keep your systems flowing
smoothly.

Ready to assess your system?

Let’s identify and fix issues before they escalate.
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